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Preface 

 It was raining heavily on a Wednesday night, 12th November 2008 to be 
exact, in Singapore. A group of Singaporeans were gathered together in a 
building just some distance from the Aljunied MRT station. They were all 
gathered together in the Magnetic Marketing Workshop, to learn about 
Internet Marketing and how they can make money online. But it was different 
from the usual training… there’s a special guest speaker. 

 It was still a little early so I went to say hi to some of the people that I’ve 
invited from the Warrior Forums. It was pretty cool to meet people that I’ve 
only chatted with in the Forums in real life. While I was talking with them, I 
was excited because I got to speak with these people in real life but I was also 
a little distracted as I didn’t know who the guest speaker was. 

 I didn’t know how he looked like; I was only informed that tonight would 
be training on paid search methods. I had some idea about paid search but I 
was excited and eager to learn as much as I could. I glanced at the clock on the 
wall… 7:40PM. I approached Jaz Lai, my mentor, about where this person was 
because we were scheduled to start at 7:30PM. 

 Jaz pointed behind me and there he was, sitting quietly typing away on 
his laptop computer. Truth be told, I was expecting that he would come in with 
lots of handshakes and applause from people. But there he was, unassuming, 
just waiting to be called to give his training lesson. The only thing I knew about 
this man is his name, Fabian Lim, and that he’s a friend of Jaz. Soon, this 
unassuming man would be giving us some of the lessons which he has learned 
and used to be where he is today… 

Disclaimer 

 This is not a transcript. The contents are based on the scribbled notes 
and memory. I have tried my best to be as accurate as possible and the aim of 
the content is to record and share what I have learnt. The mentioned parties 
should not be held liable for anything resulting from the contents herewith. 

 Use the information provided at your own risk. 
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PPC … SEO Demystified 

The session began with host, Jaz Lai, talking about what Magnetic 
Marketing Network is. He also showed results of a live Warrior Special Offer 
(WSO) that he just released. He logged into his email account to show the 
audience the new payment emails that he received. Next, he talked about the 
various questions that he usually received in his email which is why he started 
an offline gathering so people can network, create joint ventures together, 
share resources, et cetera. 

Quickly, he invited the speaker for his training session and Jaz revealed 
that he learned a lot of his Pay-Per-Click (PPC) strategies from his friend Fabian 
Lim – who is a millionaire and is one of the top PPC gurus not just in Singapore 
but in the world. 

When Fabian Lim was given centre stage, he began by asking: “Who 
wants to know about PPC?” Lots of hands were raised. Then he asked “Who 
wants to learn about Search Engine Optimisation (SEO)?” – Not so many hands 
were lifted. 

He asked the same thing again with the same results. Fabian remarked 
“Hrmm, strange crowd we have today. Let me clarify something…” 

“PPC - You pay money to get your websites higher up in the Search 
Engines so you can get traffic to your website” 

“SEO - You use free methods to get your websites higher in the search 
engines and get free targeted traffic to your website” 

… So, let me ask again, who wants to know PPC?” 

Some hands were raised 

“SEO?” 

More hands were raised. 

“Okay, so now we’re on the right terms.” 

Fabian then checked with the host, Jaz Lai, “Jaz, is it alright we talk about 
SEO today since that’s what most people want to know about today?” 
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Jaz acknowledged with a nod of his head. 

Then, Fabian began on his topic of SEO… 

Learning Search Engine Optimisation 

“SEO is a confusing topic for many, it’s discussed in forums and many 
people have their own versions and definitions of what SEO is. That’s the 
problem. And here’s the solution: Follow one person, learn his methods and 
make sure that it’s legal – or whitehat.” 

“In the world of internet marketing, there are ‘illegal’ methods and there 
are ‘legal’ methods. They’re given the term blackhat and whitehat.” 

“Blackhat methods are about cheating the search engines, meaning that 
you gain a higher ranking than you deserve.” 

Fabian was placing emphasis and stress on the words ‘than you deserve’. 

“When you want your websites to show up on the search engine results, 
there are two methods, either using paid search – which is PPC – or using 
organic results – which is, SEO.” 

“Your mission is to achieve visibility – Visibility in the search engines.” 

 

 

 

Paid Search Results 

Organic Search Results 
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“SEO is a strategy used to achieve high rankings of web pages in search 
engines for relevant search terms. You don’t want to be on Search Engine 
Result Pages (SERPs) for every random word but relevant terms. What you 
want is Relevance. Driving targeted visitors to a website.” 

“There are 4 Steps to  
Achieve Top 10 in Search Engines” 

Fabian then directed focus to his Powerpoint presentations which 
showed 4 bulleted points 

1. Identify Your Online Market 
2. Research Your Online Competition 
3. Build Web pages so the search engines can easily find your site – and 

understand the keywords your website content is based on 
4. Locate similar themed websites on the net and get them to link to 

your website and/or develop your web content sources to obtain 
natural inbound links to your website 

“Now, what you want to do is to find your true competitors and learn 
the intent. You need to know who you are competing with. Imagine a scenario 
where 10 guys are with a girl that you’re interested in… you need to determine 
which guys are ‘real’. Of the 10 guys that are with her… one of them is her 
brother. So that leaves 9 people. Of those 9, 3 are gay. So we’re down to 6. 
And out of those 6, one of them is married… Now we’ve got 5.” 

Then someone interjects “That depends” 

“That’s right,” Fabian replies amidst the laughter, “You’re sharp, you’re 
very sharp” 

“Maybe we still have 6. Okay, anyway, the point of this illustration is that 
you need to know who you are competing with. Now that you know who you 
are competing with, you know who you’re supposed to focus your attention 
on.” 

“Here’s a problem that people face… they think that buying websites 
that people have claimed to be optimised and have several pages of content 
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will solve the issue. Buying 400 sites for $40… all about golf. Golf tips, golf 
swings, golf clubs, golf stuff basically… and people buy those 400 sites thinking 
that they only need one of them to ‘hit the jackpot’ and start making money 
online. It doesn’t work that way” 

“Think of SEO as a white belt into black belt. Most of us start with zero… 
nothing to be ashamed of… we all start somewhere… Start as a white belt and 
win the small battles. Fight in the market that you can dominate and win.” 

“Your ability to understand the market and the competition are the only 
ones stopping you from reaching #1 in Google.” 

“Now, before I go on, I just want to let you know that I use Google 
because that’s what the majority of people use. Google has 80%, Yahoo 12% 
and MSN 8%. It may not be that exact and accurate but it’s somewhere along 
those lines. What you want to do is focus on the majority first.” 

“Okay, when you are doing SEO, you need to know about keywords, 
Latent Semantic Indexing (LSI) and inbound links.  

“Keywords tell the search engine the content of your web page.” 

“LSI tells the search engines the context of your web page.” 

“Inbound links tell the search engines the importance of your web page” 

“Keywords are easy, they’re the words that describe what your web site 
is about. LSI is about the context of your web page. Take for example, I have a 
web page about apples. If I state in the page that I love apples… I also love 
oranges… and pineapples… et cetera… what would the LSI classify my apples 
as?” 

Someone in the audience replied “Fruit” 

“That’s right. If, however, I have a web page that state I love Apples… I 
love the nice graphics, the cool design, et cetera… what’s that?” 

Someone else chipped in “The company?” 

“You’re correct. When you are writing articles or content for the web 
page, write meaningful articles based on the context of the keyword. Don’t put 
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so much focus about keyword density because the rules in Google are always 
updating and changing. But the fundamentals of people searching don’t 
change.” 

“Create your content for people. Think of yourself as an expert and you 
are explaining something to someone right in front of you – only that you are 
doing it on the computer” 

“Create your content that way and you’ll be fine” 

“Now, a question I get is how long must I keep doing this before I get 
ranked in the top 10 in the SERPs? What do you think is the answer?” 

A few people replied “It depends” 

“That’s right. The length of time needed to rank in the top 10 SERPs 
depend on the quality of the web pages that are already in the top 10 listings 
and the quality that’s in your web pages. If the quality of web pages in the top 
10 listings on average is high, it can take you anywhere from 6 months to a 
year. And that’s for competitive keywords” 

“For keywords that are not so competitive, you can possibly see results 
within a week” 

Importance of Optimised Domain Name 

“Now, some people may ask me whether it’s important for the domain 
name to be optimised. And here’s my reply… what do you think my reply is?” 
Fabian asked the audience. 

The audience responded almost in sync with “It depends” 

“That’s right! It depends. Let me give you an example…”

 

Example of 
Optimised Domain 
Name 
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“See that?” 

“If the key phrase is not competitive, then an SEO optimised domain 
name is recommended. If the key phrase is competitive, an SEO optimised 
domain name is not necessary. In fact, once it moves to the competitive niche, 
all bets are off.” 

“It’s the content and context, that’s key” 

“Okay, moving on.” 

Is Your Website Being Indexed? 

“How do you know if your website is being indexed? Or in other words, 
if your website has been noticed by Google? Simple. You head on over to 
Google and use this operator term… Site: (web address)” 

 

 “An example of your site not being indexed is something like… 
InternetMarketingBadBoy.com.sg” 
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“Of course, there are no results because there’s no website with that 
name. If you’re not indexed, you won’t get ranked in the SERPs. So you will 
want to first get your web site indexed.” 

At this point, one of the audience asked Fabian a question “So, is that 
how you find out who are linking to you as well?” (He probably saw a lot of 
web addresses that weren’t InternetMarketing.com.sg) 

“Actually, Google is not the best search engine you want to use to see 
who is linking to your site. The reason being that Google doesn’t want to give 
away the ‘blueprint’, they don’t want to tell everybody which site is linking to 
the web site. If you want to find out who is linking to your page, you can get a 
much more accurate result from Yahoo.” 

“The syntax of Google and Yahoo is slightly different. Google you just use 
Link: (web address) whereas Yahoo, you use Link: http://www.(web 
address).” 

“Let’s do a comparison” 

“A Google search…” 
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“And a Yahoo search…” 

 

 

“You will notice that the results Google give may not be accurate at all… 
Some of the results that are showing up are not links pointing towards the 
original web page.” 

“Whereas for the Yahoo search results, you will get much more accurate 
results of different web pages linking back” 

“Okay, back on topic…” 

“How can you make money online?” 

“First, let’s head on over to Google’s keyword tool in Google Adwords. 
You can search for ‘keyword tool’ in Google and it’ll pop right up” 
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“Let’s do some keyword research for… guitar” 

 

 “When you are doing keyword research, use a single word to identify 
behaviour… or give you keyword ideas. Also, you have to take note of the 
location that you are researching for. Since we are in Singapore, the results are 
automatically set in default to Singapore…” 

 

 “If you are targeting the Singapore market only, you can leave it as is. 
But if you want an international audience, click on Edit and choose ‘All 
Countries and Territories’” 
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“After the search results are out, you can arrange them by the average 
search volume, by competition, et cetera.” 

 

 “Go to Show Search Volume Trends. What I don’t recommend you to do 
is choose a niche that’s on a downtrend. You might want to place your focus 
elsewhere. However, again, that depends. As some niches are seasonal basis 
like Valentine’s Day, Christmas Day, et cetera” 

 “Google only gives 150 search results so in that list, I recommend you 
start from below and find some keywords that are not so competitive” 

 “Ah, here’s a keyword phrase… left-handed guitars.” 
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Fabian looked to the audience and asked “What does that tell you?” 

The crowd murmurs, heads turn left and right. 

“It starts with P… then R…. O…” hints Fabian. 

“Product?” someone volunteers. 

“That’s right, that’s a product! When someone is searching for left-
handed guitars, this tells me that it’s a buying keyword. People who are 
searching for left-handed guitars are quite likely to buy. Not all niches are 
profitable though… some people are just searching for information” 

“Now, let’s say people are searching for left-handed electric guitars… 
we’re dealing with something called a micro-niche. That is, dealing with very 
specific needs. If you make a web page with that in mind, you may not get a lot 
of traffic but for those that do come to your web page, there’s a very high 
chance of them buying something.” 

“Another word that very often refers to products is ‘cheap’. Cheap 
anything would be a word that a buyer would use to search.” 

“Here’s something to take note, when you want to make money online… 
expect competition. If a keyword phrase has no PPC competition but has a lot 
of people searching... you may not have found a diamond… it’s probably just 
like sand – worthless.” 

“What you should do when you create web pages is to have one key 
phrase for one page.” 

Closing Words 

“Before I end and hand things back over to Jaz Lai, I just want to say that 
there’s a lot more to cover in SEO and I’ve tried to cover as much as I can in 
this hour but I hope that you have benefitted from today. Do the things that 
you’ve learnt. Don’t waste time, just go for it. Succeed fast, fail faster.”  

“Thank you.” 


